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LEST WE FORGET

Bert Weston, descendent of the well-

War and contibuted the following
recollections.

‘s soon as Australia entered WWI,
the government offered a force of S weswin o R Eranees
twenty thousand soldiers o the Brtish
government for service overseas. This number was regarded as
adequate in view of the inial prediction that it would all be over and
back to peace in a few months.”

PROTECTING COUNTRY

Mare than 400 Aboriginal and Torres Stait Isiander people enlisted
in the First World War. Many enlisted with the hope that fighting for

locl ‘rotctor of Aooriins; ofen o localconsiabe. They coud

g

treated - to no longer against and
10 be treated equally. Others enlisted for the same reasons as non-
indigenous Australians, such as to see the world while receiving

not enter buy property.

‘On the battiefield, everyone was equal. Aboriginal and white

good pay (the pay was the same for ndigenous as

return home.

soldiers). For many young m aday and
i overseas wat oo amping, an hey xpocied o 5 home for
Chistmas’.

with mates. Their kids couldn't 9o into swimming pools elc. Abangmal
iy but it 20 yea
arhe war befoo they coul even vot. (Do Peers, excar o

q entirely
devoted to dairy farming, most farmers employed a farm hand, and

they were
ot counted inthe federal census and many lived in poverty. Some

Under an arrangement in which they were allotted (o farmers, they
were brought up as one of the famil, sent to school, fed, housed and
clothed, and in return, they were expected to help with milking before
‘school and at weekends. Most of these lads continued as farmhands

to another farm. There was a stampede of these young men into the
ammy; it chance
from a possible lifetime milking cows and ploughing.”

“Few sons of farmers volunteered. In most cases, the loss of the.

from the Albion Park district was a married man."

There was
from

did not their own money or movement, and could not

THE LIGHT HORSE

o Fiyi jtment, as most entr
few
‘ships were added (o it during hostilies, and there were no women's
services.”

‘Radio and TV were both over the hill n the dim future, and the daily

se
usually appeared with banner headiines reporting ‘Mighty Naval
attles’or Forty i

Edward Weston (Berts grandfather) was instrumental in raising the

the Moving Image, 2010)

is now ic of
in the Australi;

b Rt and maers of o Lot st iy camp,
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“Following spy scares sparked off by reputed flashing of signal lights

frst llawarra Troop.
c.1885.

out on bivouac, and said to be looking for enemy agents. The local

inpeacetime.

o Totscabey o o

ler commanded the 6th Australian Light

it

and Jack Rattery. Colonel
Horse.

out, many of their f toeniist. In
such a labour intensive industry, someone had o stay on the farm.

in maintaining a fine cavalry horse and showing him off on parade.
There was the opportunity to compete in milary tournaments; and
aitend the annual miltary ball, il pofished buttons and badges, and
a brass band. Eventually a quick firing pom-pom was added to the
r00p, and the clifs around Yellow Rock received many a plastering
of sheilire.”
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During the war, the Light Horse Company camped at Sydney
‘Showground only 24 days after war was declared. In 1917, a further
250 Albion Park men went into camp with the company.
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A feature of the recuiting campaign was the various marches
converging on Sydney from remote country areas, and snowballing
s men joined up on route.

1915’ gives this account of part of the journey from Kiama to Albion
Park,

“The escort
A Squad of the llawarra Light Horse under

ce, the
of Captain

“As a schoolboy, | remember when they [the Waratahs] reached our

gear from the accompanying truck was to be marched to the nearby
Macquarie Rivulet for a skinny dip clean up. Quartered for the night
in the Agriculural Hal, they fild their hessian sleeping bags with

by the local ladies, which was followed by a concert and recruiting
speeches. Several local lads came forward and volunteered to join
up, and left with the march next morning.”

“Albion Park baker, Mr Lowe, cooked the meat in his oven and took
it still hot in time for dinner, o the showground. Then the laies took
over, andmentioned as carvers were Madams Collins, Lowe, O'Keefe,
Chapple, Gower, Haris. Mrs Slusher was in chargo of cisponsing the
vﬁgslab/ss. assi

“The ladies were et to cloan up, as the Waratahs and local men
assembled at the hall to hear recruiting speeches, delivered by
Inspector Anderson and Sorgeant Tickne. Tis was olowed by a

Theodore Grey and the cadets under Sergeant 8ooth.

On the road from Jamberoo to Albion Park a milk wagon containing

emply cans and canying a number of school chidren, had a hair
Waratahs.

Startled by the noise of the band and the flags flying in the breeze.

The horses dashed at a great pace and travelled a quarter of a mile

before halted by the driver.

waited for the Waratahs to come around the heights of Mount Terry.

Waratahs themselves.

1 at Albi

Timbs, who started

and the Marseillise.”

Bert Weston recalled his memories of the Waratahs
Parkin aletter to The Sun Herald 7 October 1990.

‘One such trek The Waratahs started from the far South Coast and
was two hundied sirong when i inally reached the Agriculural Hall
¢ Hay was s

t There were
songs from Gertie Corr, and the Waratahs went on stage to sing a
chorus. The night was far from over as the floor was cleared for the
dancing, which was enjoyed until midnight."

‘There was an effort to keep the Waratah men together when they

afterwards. Then,

together or
together as the 16th Reinforcements for the 1st Battalion on the
Western Front.

They arived at The Front in July 1915 during one of the most
devastating months of the war, when 5,300 Australians were killed in
Pozieres, France. What followed was the bloody Battie of the Somme.
Fifteen of the 31 Illawarra Waratahs who embarked were either killed
in action, or died of wounds.
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THE RED CROSS

The Australian Red Cross Society
was established just after the
outbreak of WWI in August 1914. By
the end of the year, the society had
well over 300 branches throughout
New South Wales.

By 1917, the local Kiama branch of

oi mitten:
RoaCross ruses 1015
xa. i s Bsirn doas o Do Sending books and hlankeis An

comfort parcels were packed and

FROM THE FIGHTING LINE

One of the first letters ‘From the Fighting Line’ to be published in
the Kiama Independent was from Private Albert Leslie Bursill of
Shellhar

Letter dated 25 June 1915

rbour,
son had been wounded.

Letter dated 14 April 1915
‘Dear Mother. Just received a letter from you dated February 22 and

making good use ot W e i tho ki o e ﬁg)mng here; h:d
e day or two

now.

‘One wants to be in the trenches here to understand what real war
is like. We were opposed by the Prussians the other night and by
Heavens we shook them up a bit. It is rifle and machine gun fire all
the time with

‘speak of.
of him; once anyone leaves here either wounded or sick we hear
‘nothing of them until they are returned for duty.

The regiment's casualty list now totals 72 0 you can see we are
having a rather rying fime. Tho regiment came out o the lrem:hes
19)fora spe,
the spll i o what il cacked up o b fo we have been d:ggmg
, starting at 8pm and.

Turks heva

‘made a very faint attack with a small party.

‘We got seven of them kiled and ! think we must have wounded a

from the Germans. It is funny to see chaps sleeping in the daytime

wour
Itis surprising the narrow escapes one has. | have had bullets and

and from there, to Britain or the front. A total of 395,695 food parcels
and 36.339 clothing parcels were sent to Australian soldiers from
volunteers of the Australian Red Cross Society during the war.

Many Shellharbour women assisted the Red Cross.

Eva, Miriam and Beatrice James lived at Rosemont farm, Dunmore.
Their brother,

all over the place and such an infernal row all the time, and yet we
sleep like tops; also sit down and play cards or chew biscuits when
we are not on watch.

10 feet from me but luckily it buried itself well before exploding and
all I got was to be pretty well covered with earth and wakened from
my sleep. Itis funny also how the bursts anywhere close gives you a

at night place.
duels here every day. There are aboul ' doson between Goman

and our pi at by air guns....

The
girls' Aunt, Mary James, of Clover Hillfarm, Macquarie Pass, assisted
the war effort by making hundreds of pairs of woollen socks on her

City Museum colection.
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destroying allthe fine buildings and churches all the.

fine old historic places have been blown to atoms.

‘shock and after that care, but you start
shelling you get a start.

‘We are getting plenty of bully beef and biscuits and the other day
‘@ man managed to buy a pound of butter (Italian and more like axle
grease than butter) for /6. However, bad and all as it was, it soon
disappeared. | also got a case of condensed milk - a frighttul pice,
but

titmust
have been full ten miles from there o this place...I thought | would

t
time. One great rmuole s to get water, we have to carry it about two
ry plentitu, per day, alotof tis

never be able to go another yard, after each step it was cruel. | do
usedto
Had a bath today

0 feel happy.”

Two months later letters from Major Colin Dunmore Fuller were

published with the permission of his sister Edith. Colin Fuller was the
ge La of ]

the 6 Light Horse Regiment, attaining the rank of Colonel, and by

order of His Excellency the Sultan of Egypt, was awarded the Order

of the Nile.

‘It is getting very hot just like the middle of summer at home, and
although right on the sea, we get no sea breeze. We have a swim
at night, when we get the chance and we also wash out our clothes
in the sea....All our sleeping valises have gone and the only things
1 possess are a change of underciothing, a spare pair of boots and
pants and two rugs...| am splendid myself, and have lost very litle
condition.”

COMING HOME

Bert Weston recalled, ‘The first local soldier to return from overseas

“Afterwards a long series of speeches by the mayor, stationmaster,
headmaster, postmaster, bank manager and storekeeper plus thanks

(Bob Parkinson)

He stepped from the evening train to find the station yard crammed
with horse drawn vehicles and two motor cars in one of which he
headed a mile long procession to the local hall where tables loaded
with edible ammunition awaited the attack.”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

back in the front fine.”

“The same welcome was tumed on as others retumed and the war
years rolled on, and culminated in a mighty ga»wsl welcome to all
when the war ended and the troops came hom

Warilla RSL Sub-branch | Albion Park RSL Sub-branch | Tongarra Heritage Society

Weston, B 1995, Albion Park Saga, Tongarra Heritage Society
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SURNAME FIRST NAME

AITKEN (ALIAS MILLAR) ARCHIBALD KIA
AITKEN FRANCIS WILLIAM KIA
AITKEN JAMES LIDDELL

AITO WILLIAM

ALLEN KEITH WICKHAM

ANDERSON KENNETH PRIMROSE

BATEMAN CHARLES DAUBENY

BENNETT FREDERICK HENRY KIA
BENNETT FREDERICK CHARLES WILLIAM KIA
BOLES CECIL BADEN POWELL

BOYCE REGINALD WILLIAM

BUCHANAN JOSEPH

BULLOCK EDWIN JAMES STANLEY

BURNS GEORGE EDWARD KIA
BURNS LEONARD JAMES

BURSILL ALBERT LESLIE KIA
CALMAN ROLANDE MONARO

CHAMBERLAIN WILLIAM ARTHUR

CHAPPLE WILLIAM WALTER STANLEY

CHOPIN CHARLES FREDERICK GILES pow
CoMAN WALTER FRANCIS KIA
coucH ARTHUR BARRY

COUGHLIN MICHAEL KIA
CRAIG ALBERT JOHN

DALEY BETRAM WILLIAM KIA
DAWES FREDERICK WILLIAM

DAWES HOLLIS ROY KIA
DAWES WALTER LESLIE KIA
DENNISS WILFRED FRANCIS KIA
DUNSTER WILLIAM DARCY

EAST WENTWORTH LINCOLN KIA
EAST AUGUSTUS MILTON KIA
EVANS THOMAS f
EVANS WILLIAM

FILMER CHARLES HENRY

FRASER JOHN ROBERT pow
FULLER COLIN DUNMORE

GALLEN WILLIAM Dow

KIA- Kiled in Action | DOW - Died of Wounds | DOI - Died of lliness
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SURNAME FIRST NAME

HAMBLY EDWARD EDWIN

HARPER CHARLES

HARRIS CLAUDE EVERETT

HEALEY PHILLIP PATRICK

HEALEY WILFRED CHARLES

HORNIMAN LANCELOT VICARY

HORNIMAN ROBERT GEOFFREY

HORTON SAMUEL

HUNTER GILBERT FRANKLIN

JAMES RICHARD HENRY

JAMES CUBITT WILLIAM ARNOLD

JONES ROBERT DAVID

MACFARLANE EDWARD MACFARLANE Dow
MARTIN JAMES CHARLES

MARTIN JOHN THOMAS KIA
MATTINSON STANLEY CHARLES

McCABE CHRISTOPHER

McCABE GREGORY MATHEW

McLEOD DONALD CAMERON MONROE

McLEOD GEORGE ANGUS

McNULTY CHARLES ALBERT

MEARS GEORGE HENRY

MISSINGHAM WILLIAM STANLEY

MOIR TOM BALLANTYNE

MOLONEY JAMES WILLIAM

MOLONEY WILLIAM JOSEPH

MOORE CLIFFORD ARTHUR KIA
MOORE THOMAS HUBERT

MORRISON MILTON JAMES LESLIE KIA
MOss RICHARD HENRY

MOURELL ALFRED

NEALE ROBERT NORMAN

OLDFIELD EDWIN JAMES STANLEY

OLIVER ARCHIBALD CECIL KIA
PARKINSON ROBERT ROXBY

PEARSON WALTER

PERROTT JOHN BEATTY

KIA- Killed in Action | DOW - Died of Wounds | DOI - Died of lliness
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SURNAME FIRST NAME

PERRY FREDERICK WILLIAM

PRICE ROBERT WILLIAM

RAFTERY ALLAN FRANCIS

REA EMANUEL HAROLD Dol
REA ROBERT CHARLES

REA SYDNEY BERNARD

REDDALL JOHN ERNEST

REED MICHAEL JOHN

REID ROBERT WEST KIA
ROGAN HENRY LOUIS

ROGAN SELWYN JAMES ol
ROGERS CECIL WILLIAM

RUNDLE ARCHIE KIA
RUTLEDGE WILLIAM HENRY

SLUSHER PATRICK FRANCIS

SMALL JOSEPH GEORGE

SPILLANE CHARLES JOSEPH

STEWART CHARLES

TAYLOR GEORGE

THOMAS ALBERT

THOMAS RALPH WILLIAM HASLEM

THOMAS WALTER JOHN

THOMPSON WILLIAM DAVENTRY

TIMBS HENRY MARSHALL

TIMBS PATRICK FRANCIS

TUNKS DAGWORTH EDWARD

TWADDELL HAROLD WILFRED

UDEN PERCY KIA
VIDLER WILLIAM DIXON

WALKER PERCY OWEN

WALKER SIDNEY ALBERT

WALLACE LESLIE HERBERT pow
WATSON FREDERICK WILLIAM KIA
WEBB HENRY GUNNING

WEIR JAMES ALEXANDER KIA
WHITFIELD KENNETH ROSS

ZIEMS HENRY SELWYN

ZIEMS CHARLES VIVIAN

KIA- Killed in Action | DOW - Died of Wounds | DOI - Died of liness
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